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FOSTERING MEASUREMENT SCIENCE EDUCATION IN EUROPE – THE MEASUREMENT SCIENCE IN CHEMISTRY CONSORTIUM

Ivo Leito
University of Tartu

www.msc-euromaster.eu
In response to the huge need for people educated in analytical chemistry nine European universities have recently joined forces and have formed a consortium, which offers a jointly delivered Master's degree program Measurement Science in Chemistry (MSC). The jointly delivered study program is a fully Bologna-compliant master's level program with the volume of 120 ECTS points. The program is open to students worldwide with bachelor's degrees in chemistry (or related).
The intention of this consortium is to offer master-level education in analytical chemistry adapted to today’s job market requirements for analytical chemists, especially focusing on the quality assurance of analytical measurement results. The key concepts of analytical quality – traceability, validation, measurement uncertainty, etc – are not new, but are rarely taught routinely at universities at sufficient depth. An important part of the program is an intensive summer school course. This course covers the most advanced topics of MSC and is one of the main added value components of the JDP: no single member university of the consortium is able to cover the topics taught at the intensive course.
The consortium sets as its aim to contribute to radical improvement and harmonization of analytical chemistry higher education Europe-wide. In recognition of the academic quality of the program, ECTNA (the European Chemistry Thematic Network Association) awarded the MSC consortium the Chemistry Euromaster ® quality label in spring 2008.
These universities were initially brought together via the EC JRC-IRMM AcadeMiC initiative, thus deploying its mission to promote a common and reliable European measurement system in support of EU policies. IRMM now acts as the mentoring organization of the consortium with the main task to ensure that the program addresses the present and emerging needs originating from the European regulatory context and to foster the accessibility of European students to this program.
Detailed information on the consortium and on the study program is available from the consortium website www.msc-euromaster.eu and from the consortium coordinator Ivo Leito (ivo.leito@ut.ee).
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